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This is our final newsletter for the year 
as another year flies by in the blink of 
an eye! 

2022 has been another busy year for 
Friends of the Prom. Looking back over 
the year we have been beach cleaning, 
Sea Spurge weeding, tree-planting and 
building tree-guards. We have continued 
with our midweek surveys for the Grazer 
Monitoring Project throughout winter and 
spring, and the nursery group has regularly 
met every second Thursday to continue 
propagating local plants. In addition we 
have found opportunities to pass our skills 
and knowledge on to groups of primary and 
secondary school students. 

Small volunteer groups like ours get 
pre-occupied with the day to day organising 
of our busy program. But we need to pause 
occasionally and question what we are 
doing at the Prom and why we are doing 
it. That is why, recently, we ran a group 
development workshop with the aim of 
improving both FOTP’s contribution to the 
Prom and the experience of the volunteers 
(read more below).  

 I want to thank our loyal band of 
volunteers who keep turning up in all 
weathers to do the work.

And most of all, I wish you all the best 
for the festive season, and look forward to 
seeing you at the Prom next year.

President’s End-of-year Message
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Strategic Planning Day

Our vice-President, Deb Henry, reports – 
“On the 26 November 2022, 23 Friends 

of the Prom members gathered in the Tidal 
River Theatrette (including two members on 
line) to discuss what it means to be  
“A Friend of the Prom”.  This was a full day 
event, led by professional facilitator Patrick 
O’Callaghan (below), who provided us with 

energetic and thoughtful direction during 
our discussions. 

As you may be recently aware, the 
Friends of the Prom committee has been 
considering how to plot the best course 
forward for our organisation.  In order 
for us to remain a strong and committed 
volunteer group, we have been considering 
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the benefits of developing a strategic plan.  The idea 
behind this plan is to provide us with a strategy that will 
formulate the values and vision for our group and help 
to attract volunteers who can carry FotP into the future.  

It is our sincere hope that in the future we will 
be able, as a volunteer group, to provide strong and 
thoughtful leadership to our members.  We are only 
as strong as the collection of people who make up the 
Friends of the Prom.”  

Friends of the Prom would like to thank the 
Victorian Government for making the review possible 

with a Coastcare grant to pay for a professional 
facilitator and catering for attendees. We also thank 
Coastcare’s Laura Town-Hopkinson and Prom ranger 
Ailsa Batey for actively participating in the workshop.

As a postscript to the workshop, four of the 
participants who camped Saturday night at the 
Stockyards (Lisel, Deb, Rob and Peter W.) took in the 
sights of the Prom by walking the beaches from Whisky 
Bay to Norman Bay, then from Darby Saddle to Darby 
River.

Photos: Workshopping and brainstorming with facilitator Patrick (Kelsey, Yianni and Bill). More photos on following page.
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One of our Committee members, 
Lisel Thomas, recently represented 
FOTP at a Landcare Victoria 
workshop on the art of fundraising. 

Lisel reports — “Esther Abram from 
Estuary Consulting was the main 
speaker. She focused on different 
types of funding available (including 
philanthropic funding, donations 
and crowd funding, and corporate 
funding/partnerships) and shared 
some tips for success. We also 
heard from guest speakers from 
the Werribee River Association, 
Mornington Peninsula Koala Tree 
Planting and Cannibal Creek Landcare 
Group. They all talked about their 
group’s journey and fundraising 
lessons learned. This was followed 
by small group discussion on the 
fundraising activities used by our 

groups, what was working well and 
any particular challenges we face.

I came away with a much better 
understanding of the opportunities 
that might be available to FOTP 
beyond applying for grants and how 
to pursue other sources of funding. It 
was also clear to me that the iconic 
nature of Wilsons Prom puts us in a 
unique position to access funds in 
a way that might not be available 
to other groups. I also discovered 
that Landcare groups like FOTP 
can access Landcare Victoria’s 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) 
status, something we might like to 
explore.

Finally, I was reminded that all 
money comes with obligations and 
that there is a real risk of community 
groups being stretched too thin 

and getting distracted from their 
core goals as they struggle to meet 
funding requirements. However, if 
groups have clear goals and focus 
on what is important, there are 
some fantastic funding opportunities 
available to support our work.

The workshop was funded by 
The Ross Trust and the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning.”

The Art of Fundraising
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Photos: More brainstorming sessions (Kelsey, Yianni and Bill)

Feedback from you
If you have any thoughts on 

what we do, our activities, or any 
reports in this newsletter, we 

would love to hear from you – 
put your comments in an email 

to the Secretary: 
info@friendsoftheprom.org.au
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Sea Spurge Weeding

We were all set for a perfect Sea 
Spurge weeding activity at 

Picnic Bay — the glorious weather 
and a wonderful turnout of 62 
volunteers spread over the 3-day 
event. However, as the Scottish 
poet Robert Burns wrote in 1785 
“The best-laid schemes o’ mice an’ 
men gang aft agley”, which roughly 
translated means “Be prepared for 
your plans to turn upside down”. 

Olga explains what happened —
“We were all set to weed at Picnic Bay 
on Friday 4th November when an early 
phone call from ranger Cassie dropped 
the bomb that our Cultural Heritage 
approval for hand weeding Sea Spurge 
at Picnic Bay had been cancelled at very 
short notice (not Parks Vic’s fault). The 
17 volunteers met at the Picnic Bay 
carpark as advertised, before proceeding 
to Tidal River where Ranger Ruby was 
delighted to have so many extra hands 
for weeding on 34th Avenue. The 
FOTP team picked 28 bags of Forget 
Me Nots. Ruby also gave us a talk on a 
newly discovered weed at the Prom. It 
is called Blue Hounds Tongue and more 
information will be published soon. One 
of our volunteers, Sue, was called away 
to help her husband with their old sick 
donkey. We wish them all the best.

In the morning some of our 
volunteers had a crash course in Sea 
Spurge removal at Norman Bay which 
did have Cultural Heritage approval.

Everyone graciously accepted the 
sudden change of plans as they were 
happy just to be at the Prom in such 
perfect weather.

As usual we enjoyed a pleasant 
evening at the Stockyards campsite, 
apart from a drama when one of the 
men’s toilets was blocked. Fortunately, 
Parks Vic’s Cam Downing was able to 
remotely over the phone guide Olga 
and young Ayden (with grandfather 
Kevin standing by) through an 
unpleasant toilet unblocking procedure 
using a special stick hidden under the 
building (this is a frequent occurrence 
apparently). Ayden’s effort was 
successful but the experience only 
firmed up his resolve to pursue a career 
in building, not plumbing. 

Drama behind them, Sigrid treated 
us to her stinky cheese and the 
conversation flowed over drinks and 
nibbles.

Thanks everyone for your time and 
hard work over the weekend.”

SATURDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 
Alex reports that — 
“On Saturday our efforts were entirely 
focused on removing Sea Spurge 
from Norman Bay. Rangers Cassie 
and Lucy started the day off with an 
encouraging welcome and briefing 
before leading us down to the beach. 
Unsure of the best method to tackle 
the new weeding location, the 28 
strong team split into 3-4 smaller 

groups and spread down the beach 
with some tackling the recently 
vacated nesting spot for Norman 
Beach’s resident Hooded Plover couple 
to prepare it for their next visit. The 
beautiful sunny day went off without a 
hitch and several of us finished up with 
a dip in the ocean.  

Basia took a small group, including 
young children, collecting rubbish. They 
worked very hard, ending up with 6 
large bags full.”

SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 
Bill reports that —
“Ranger Cassie met the group of 14 
volunteers at Norman Bay carpark 
where she explained the reasons behind 
the change of plans, reminded us about 
the importance of working safely and 
showed us an area of Norman Bay 
infested with Sea Spurge (one of many) 
which was in need of weeding. Picture 
the scene at the beach - up on the fore-
dune, a group of earnest orange-vested 
volunteers working hard pulling those 
endless Sea Spurge tap roots out of 
hard-packed sand (and confirming our 
preference to pay a contractor to spray 
the dunes before attempting to hand 
weed), while a few metres away lower 
down on the beach, a swarm of visitors 
were taking advantage of the beautiful 
weather to relax — sunbaking, playing 
beach cricket, swimming and surfing. 
One is tempted to ask, who were the 
sensible ones?”

Photo: Alex Blazejewski
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Photos: Norman Bay dunes 
before (top) and after (below)  
weeding. Bill, Peter W and 
Peter McD taking a break 
on Sunday (Laura Town-
Hopkinson)
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Photos: weeding in the dunes at Norman Bay; Friday weeders with Cam Downing with their fine collection of bags of forget-me-
nots; Henriette and Cherry weeding forget-me-nots (Laura, Bill and Olga)
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Lynne reports on our last count event of the year – 
“On Tuesday 25th October, a small group of 7 FOTP 

volunteers were complemented by a few Park rangers, 
herded in by ranger Brooke. She described them as 
‘newbies’, to be shepherded into the activity by ‘veteran’ 
volunteers. We each took up the challenge of guiding 
each ranger into our regular domain of swales and 
numbered sites. As there had been so much rain and 

successful deer culling, scats were fewer; rabbits, deer 
and wombats mostly down in numbers. We enjoyed 
working with the young rangers, hearing their passion 
for working on the Sanctuary project. We now leave the 
field to the snakes and dung beetles over summer.”

Ranger Jim Whelan is keen for the dungflingers 
to continue in 2023 and suggests we plan our initial 
clearing activity before Easter.

Grazer Monitoring Project

Photos: Rangers Brooke and Jim herding both volunteer FOTP members and other rangers  (Lynne Muir)
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Nursery News

Mary Walker, our nursery boss, 
has had an operation on her 

foot and was not able to attend one 
of our recent fortnightly Thursday 
nursery visits. Mary has occasionally 
been heard to complain that Park 
managers don’t pay the nursery 
enough attention, so it was ironic 
that on the one time she was absent, 
eight Park staff called in at the 
nursery to almost outnumber the 
volunteers. 

Ranger Brooke was there with 
her Eucalyptus fruit pickers, Miles 
and Chris, as part of the Landscape 
Trap Restoration project. They 
brought us pillow cases full of dried 
eucalyptus fruit for the nursery 
crew to process for seed collection 
and testing. Nic was there to show 
us how to use our green waste bin 
so that it can be collected and fed 
into Fish Creek’s hungry community 
composter, OSCA . Ruby and Lauren 
talked to us about a noxious weed 
recently discovered growing at 
the Prom – Blue Hounds Tongue 
— and which Park managers want 
to eradicate as quickly as possible 

before it spreads any further. Cam 
was there as our regular supervisor 
and guide, and Cassie called in to 
see how we were going. We were 
thrilled to receive all the attention.

Two projects at the Prom 
generously funded by Rose 
McMahon’s memorial fund (Rose’s 
Legacy of Love) are now completed. 
The new climate controlled seed 
germination house is up and 
running and the first batch of seeds 
is sprouting. It will take us a little 

while to fine-tune the spray and heat 
settings to ensure we have optimal 
germination conditions. But soon it 
will be utilised at full production to 
become an enduring memorial for 
Rose as all seedlings propagated 
and planted at the Prom will be 
associated with her. 

The second project is a wooden 
park bench located near the BBQ 
area off 3rd Avenue and positioned 
in a prime spot looking over the 
Tidal River estuary. Both projects 
have a small brass plaque in 
memory of Rose.

We would like to thank Rose’s 
parents Katrin and Chris for their 
support for these two projects. They 
visited the nursery on Thursday 17th 
November to see the completed 
projects. This was a specially 
poignant day for them as it was also 
the date of Rose’s birthday. 

We would also like to thank Cam 
Downing and the Park staff team 
under Marcus Grubb who did the 
hard work to bring the two projects 
to fruition in time for Katrin and 
Chris’s visit.

Above: Mary and Olga enjoying the view over Tidal River from the recently installed Rose McMahon memorial bench; 
below: Park staff Brooke, Chris, Ruby, Nic, and Lauren processing Eucalyptus seed
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Left to right: Nursery boss Mary completing the recording of some Eucalyptus seed processed; Cam in the recently completed 
seed germination house; Nic showing members how to manage the green waste bin for OSCA (Kelsey, Brooke, Bill)

Above: Miles, Mary and Jan sieving Eucalyptus seed and recording the result; 
below: Ranger Ruby describing a new noxious weed — Blue Hounds Tongue

✮
✮



✮
✮

CONTACTS

10

WEEKEND ACTIVITIES

TO BE ADVISED

WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 

TIDAL RIVER NURSERY 
Every second Thursday meet at 9.30 am  
at the nursery compound in Tidal River  

(Register on ParkConnect or contact Mary Walker).

GRAZER MONITORING ACTIVITY
The first visit for 2023 should happen in March when we will  
be clearing sites before the first count six weeks after that. 

You don’t have to be a financial 
member to participate in our 
activities. But we urge those of 
you who have attended more 
than one or two activities to 
become financial. 

Your membership fees keep 
us afloat (just) – without them 
we cease to exist. The fees we 
receive are low and only just 
cover our basic running costs, 
most importantly our public 
liability insurance. 

To renew your membership, 
please contact our Treasurer 
Peter Wilson at
membership@
friendsoftheprom.org.au

You can pay via Direct Deposit 
to our Westpac account:

Account Name:  
Friends of the Prom Inc.
BSB: 033 152
Account Number: 188795

Single: $15, Couple: $20,  
Family: $25

Please remember to provide 
your full name as a reference 
so we can identify you on the 
bank statement.

MEMBERSHIP FEES

Media Enquiries
Olga Wilkinson(President)  
0427 846 412
president@
friendsoftheprom.org.au

Membership &
General Enquiries

Karin Ruff (Secretary)
info@friendsoftheprom.
org.au

Nursery Enquiries
Mary Walker  
0408 530 638

Treasurer
Peter Wilson
membership@
friendsoftheprom.org.au

EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2023

REGISTERING WITH PARKCONNECT

Please remember to register for all activities on ParkConnect 
and make sure you have a Working with Children Check loaded 
on to ParkConnect. WWCCs are now compulsory (unless you are 
volunteering with us for the first time). If you need assistance with 
navigating your way through ParkConnect or the WWCC process, 
you can contact Friends of the Prom’s Peter McDowell by email 
pdmcdowell101@gmail.com.

NEW MEMBERS

We extend a warm welcome to new members —
Chris and Greta Law (July)

Pam Kirkham & Alan Ide (August)
Judy and Paul Stampton (August) 

Nelleke and Meiring Gouws (November)

Except for the nursery, which is every 2 weeks throughout the year,  
we will email out details of all activities before the dates shown. 


