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“Mr Whelan has contributed 
more than 50 years to 
conservation with Parks 
Victoria. He has shown 
excellence through his 
commitment to ecological 
and cultural burning 
practices, which saw him 
tour domestically and 
internationally.

He was instrumental in 
assuring the proclamation 
of the Wilsons Promontory 
Marine National Park in June 
2002, which was subsequently 
awarded a Platinum Global 

Ocean Refuge Award, the 
highest standard in marine 
protection management.

As a result of Mr Whelan’s 
research and tireless 
advocacy, the Wilsons 
Promontory National Park 
received significant funding 
to develop the Park into a 
world class sanctuary.

His advocacy for the 
environment has gained him 
a reputation as a formidable 
force, with his contribution 
set to have an enduring effect 
on generations to come.”

FOR OUTSTANDING PUBLIC SERVICE TO POLICY AND PROGRAM 
DELIVERY, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF CONSERVATION

Photo: Jim Whelan organising the dungflingers November 2021 (Brooke Love)
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Jim ‘embodies the spirit of the Prom’

Through his long career at the Prom, Jim Whelan 
has had a close relationship with Friends of the 
Prom, providing both inspiration and practical 

support over our 43 years of existence.  That’s why 
we were delighted, but not surprised, when Jim was 
recognised in the recent Australia Day Honours List with 
the Public Service Medal.

We develop good working relationships with many 
Parks Victoria staff at the Prom as they come and go, 
but Jim’s long-term presence has that extra dimension 
which makes him special to us. He was described by our 
own Millie Howell as “embodying the spirit of the Prom”. 
We put this down to his lifelong love of the Prom and 
long-term commitment to restoring its degraded areas, 
his willingness to seek scientific advice on restoration 
projects, his encouragement of community involvement 
and his people skills. 

Jim has a lifetime association with the Prom 
and has spent most of his working life there, much 
of it occupying management and planning roles. 
Consequently, his knowledge of the Park is deep and 
he has a love of the Prom landscape, flora and fauna. 
Jim is in there for the long haul, prepared to take on 

the challenges of restoring its degraded natural assets 
such as the Coastal Grassy Woodlands on the Yanakie 
Isthmus or restoring large patches of forest that have 
been totally denuded of Eucalypts due to excessive fire. 

The success of this work on the Yanakie Isthmus 
is amazing to see, with the return of native herbs and 
grasses in areas recently infested with Tea Tree and 
Coast Wattle. 

Jim understands the value of community 
involvement to both Park management and the 
volunteers themselves. He understands that the Park 
benefits from volunteer help on restoration projects 
that might otherwise never get off the ground and 
understands the pleasure that volunteers get from 
working on projects that have a sound scientific basis 
and make a worthwhile contribution to improving or 
maintaining the Prom’s natural values. 

Through all of this, Jim is always a pleasure to work 
with. His friendly, thoughtful and responsive approach 
inspires action and motivates volunteers to get on with 
the job. 

Congratulations Jim!

Below: Jim Whelan surveying remnants of the collapsed tall forest at the Bushbank project site 12/2021 (Brooke Love)



Update on our 5-year Strategic Plan 

In the last edition, we reported on our November 2022 
strategic planning workshop at Tidal River with a 

professional facilitator Patrick O’Callaghan.  Since then, 
he has pulled together the workshop discussions to 
produce a draft plan on a page containing our vision, 
purpose, strategic choices and measures of success. The 
Committee has given its feedback to Patrick, who then 
produced a revised draft which the Committee now 
thinks is suitable to present to the wider membership. 
You will have an opportunity to comment on this version 
before we seek to have it ratified at our July AGM. 

Upgrade of Visitor Centre at Tidal River 

Parks Victoria is planning to upgrade the Tidal River 
Visitor Centre and surrounds, to make the area more 

welcoming for visitors. This is part of the Victorian 
Government’s $23 mil. Prom Revitalisation Project which 
also includes the exclusion fence, extra accommodation 
outside the park boundary and at Tidal River, upgrades 
to the Wildlife Walk on the Isthmus to make it accessible 
for people of all abilities, and a new walking track 
linking Tidal River and Telegraph Saddle.

For several weeks over the summer, Parks Vic sought 
public feedback on its design ideas for the visitor centre 

precinct upgrade. While the Committee did not make its 
own submission, several Committee members discussed 
the designs with staff and lodged their feedback, 
requesting that Friends of the Prom be given a visible 
presence in the new visitor precinct. We understand that 
the Visitor Centre and the conference room will swap 
places, but otherwise the Park offices and cafeteria 
buildings will remain largely intact. More details of the 
upgrade can be viewed at   https://www.parks.vic.gov.
au/news/2023/01/13/07/19/improved-accessibility-and-
experiences-at-the-prom

From your Committee

Below: Jim direct sowing Kangaroo Grass in a recently burnt 
area January 2022 (Brooke Love)
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Offshore wind farms
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FEEDBACK FROM YOU

If you have any thoughts on what we do,  
our activities, or any reports in this newsletter, 

we would love to hear from you – 
put your comments in an email 

to the Secretary: 

info@friendsoftheprom.org.au

We were pleased to learn 
the federal government 

has listened to our concerns, 
and those of others, about 
the close proximity to 
the Prom of its proposed 
offshore renewable energy 
development zones. As a result 
of the community feedback in 
2022, including a submission 
from Friends of the Prom, the 
government increased the 
buffer zones around the Prom 
to reduce the visual impact. 
Under these new declared 
development zones, any future 
wind generation towers (up 
to 350m high) will still be 
readily visible from the Prom 
but not as overwhelming 
as in the original proposal. 
Each development proposal 
is still subject to its own 
environmental impact 
assessment.

Our October 2022 
submission to the government 
pointed out that “As a group, 
Friends of the Prom is highly 
supportive of renewable 
energy projects but we think 
their placement should not 
come at such a high cost 
to these rare and valuable 
environmental assets.”
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NEW MEMBERS
 

We extend a very warm welcome  
to the following new members –

✸Emilie Kilvington 
✸The Wall family – Russell, Simone,  

Zoe and Angus.

Photos:  Declared Area OEI-1-2022



5

Beach clean-up on 18 February

In perfect weather, 37 volunteers 
turned out for our 2023 beach 
clean. After the briefings given by 

park ranger Lucy and our president 
Olga, we split into 5 groups, 
travelling by car to our designated 
beaches. Picnic and Whisky beaches 
were overlooked this year in an 
oversight. After several hours 
collecting rubbish from beaches, we 
met back at Stockyard campsite to 

sort and classify the rubbish, record 
it and weigh the total.

Oddly enough, the total 
amount of rubbish collected was 
significantly less than expected. 
We have no explanation, but if you 
enjoy statistics (thanks to ranger 
Lucy Stephens and her colleague 
who uploaded our data sheets to the 
Tangaroa Blue Foundation’s marine 
database) – see below.

The contenders for “Find of the 
Day” were a masonry roof tile found by 
team Hooligans at Shallow Inlet and 
an intact Pacific Black Duck hunting 
decoy found by Simone Wall at Five 
Mile Beach. In the end we gave the 
award to Simone for her decoy duck 
after we came across the following 
article in Parks Victoria’s summer 
newsletter, which explains and 
disqualifies the tile – see below.

BEACH 2023 2022

Norman estimate 5.0 2.0

Squeaky, Picnic 
& Whiskey

Squeaky 
only 0.5

21.5

Darby 7.7 11.7

Cotters 11.0 4.5

Hourigans 
(Shallow Inlet)

30.8 14.5

Five mile 9.5 66.2

TOTAL 64.5 120.4

Plastic bits & pieces hard & solid 647

Plastic film remnants (bits of plastic bag, wrap 
etc.)

291

Rope & net scraps less than 1 m 224

Plastic Packaging food (wraps, packets, 
containers)

142

Lids & tops, pump spray, flow restrictor & similar 78

Glass beer stubbies & pre-mixed alcohol bottles 58

Sanitary (tissues, nappies, condoms, cotton buds) 42

Plastic drink bottles (water, juice, milk, soft drink) 41

Foam insulation & packaging (whole and 
remnants)

40

Miscellaneous paper, labels & tickets 39

Weight of rubbish collected in kg Top 10 items (no. of pieces)

Hopefully a Swamp Skink!  
“This month a team of Deakin University students, Wildlife 
Planning Officer — Tom Nixon, and Monitoring, Evaluation 
and Reporting Officer — Erin Nash strategically placed and 
mapped roofing tiles along the proposed fence line in the 
northern section of the Prom. This reptile survey technique 
sees the tiles heating up during the warmer weather and 
provides a cosy spot for a lizard to nestle under, or bask on 
top. In a couple of weeks, the team will revisit the tiles and 
record what species were found under each when flipped. “
— from Parks Victoria newsletter

WHAT’S UNDER THAT TILE!

Do you think we should try and sneak the tile back to where we found it before the students discover it missing?
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Five Mile Beach

Bill reports: Eight volunteers: Darren, Lynne, Simone, 
Russell, Tim, Eddie and Mark, travelled in three 

4WDs with ranger Lucy across the northern part of the 
Prom to the remote Five Mile Beach. This being my 
first visit to the area, I had not expected the variety 
of vegetation during the 19 km drive, including open 
woodland, rainforest and heathlands and I lost count 
of the number of tiger snakes we encountered on the 
road, including one tiger snake with textbook vivid 
yellow stripes. We also came across some fox hunters 
contracted by Parks Vic who were doing the rounds and 
monitoring their traps. 

Five Mile Beach is very different from the other 
Prom beaches with its coarse yellow sand and steep 
beach. Half of us walked north to the campsite on the 
small estuary at the north end of the beach, while the 
rest walked south.

The northern party found a very clean beach and 
rubbish was scarce. Even the campsite at the north end 
of the beach on the estuary was quite clean except for 
the usual collection of non-biodegradable wet wipes 
scattered in the bush. 

The southern party returned with a bigger and more 
interesting bounty of rubbish including a very life-like 
Pacific Black Duck hunting decoy.

We couldn’t help but notice the Sea Spurge doing 
its best to get a foothold on this end of the beach but 
apparently finding the conditions more difficult than on 
the eastern Prom beaches where it is much denser.

Above: Tim, Eddie, Lynne, Bill, Darren, Simone, Russell, Mark 
with rubbish collected from Five Mile beach (Eddie Pang)

Below: Russell, Darren, Mark, and Simone on 5 Mile Beach 
returning with their rubbish haul from the southern end (Bill H)

Below: Panorama of Five Mile beach (Eddie Pang); not so much 
rubbish but interesting flotsam — penguin flippers and fox 
skull (Lynne M)
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Olga reports:Team Hooligan, consisting of 9 
volunteers led by Mary and Olga, travelled to 

Shallow Inlet via Hourigans Lane. At first, the tide was 
too high to allow access to the sandy shoreline so they 
had to search for rubbish within the grassy dunes. They 
split into two parties, one to the left, the other to the 
right. We found lots of bottles and other rubbish.   

This group took out the award for the “Heaviest Haul” 
(at 30.8 kg). The masonry roof tile found by this group 
had us all scratching our heads back at Stockyards – it 
was far too heavy to float so how did it get there? – 
the answer to this question emerged much later – see 
article on page 4.

Shallow Inlet via Hourigans Lane

Below: Team Hooligan collecting rubbish from Shallow Inlet and displaying their rubbish count back at Stockyard camp



Peter McD reports: Six of us: Justin, Ritesh, Harry, 
Patrick, Kelsey and myself met at the Norman beach 

car park. It was perfect weather for picking up rubbish, 
low twenties with a slight breeze. 

We finished Norman beach in about two hours. The 
beach itself was fairly clean and most of the rubbish, 
being bottles, cans and food packaging, was found on 
top of the dunes and in the bushes. Four of us went on 

to Squeaky beach while Kelsey and Patrick went back 
to the nursery to start counting and categorizing the 
rubbish. It only took an hour to walk Squeaky beach and 
only about half a bag of rubbish was found.

 This group takes out the “Most thoughtlessly 
discarded pieces of rubbish” award with the baby’s 
nappies. 

Above: Various teams sorting out their rubbish back at Stockyard camp

Norman and Squeaky beaches

...at the end of the day, not a moment wasted...

Deb reports: After finishing the beach clean on 
Saturday, a few of us walked out to the Big Drift to 

enjoy the sunset. On Sunday we walked up Mt Bishop in 
perfect weather to take in the gorgeous view.  

We followed that up with a swim at Squeaky Beach 
where the undertow was very strong, and then played 
games on the beach.  

Where do they find the energy?
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Charlie reports: As the beach is a long one, we 
agreed to split into two, with Sigrid going off with 

Chris, Nick and Matt. Who were to walk half our time 
allocated and then return picking up the rubbish on the 
way back. Rick and I walked half of that and marked out 
our return point. It was a good result in so far as there 
was little to see and pick up in the way of rubbish

We found a considerable amount of dressed timber, 
which we left in piles, some plastic and a neon tube with its 
starter not far away, some bottle tops and a bottle or two.

The ranger later told us that they wouldn't pick up 
the timber as it gave the plover chicks a possible hiding 
place (worth noting for the future).

Rick and I saw Deb and Shauna walking and working 
towards us having done the other end of the beach 
where they found only a few items of rubbish including 
a shoe. They had trouble deciding if the brightly 
coloured seaweed was actually seaweed or pieces of 
plastic. They had also come across a trapped fox down 
their end of the beach, so we phoned the Duty Officer 
who arranged for their pest control contractors to take 
care of the situation – they were very quick to respond 
and told us it was one of at least 5 others they had 
caught that week.

We all returned to Stockyard where we sorted and 
counted our finds.

Below: briefing with ranger Lucy before setting out; ‘FInd of the Day’ prize-winner Simone’s Pacific Black Duck at Five Mile Beach

Cotters Beach

Grazer monitoring  
project 

The dungflingers are about to resume their work 
out in the beautiful restored grasslands of the 
Isthmus. The first activity for 2023 is scheduled 
on Tuesday 28th March and involves clearing of 
the sampling sites only. We will commence the 
counting and recording of grazing animal pellets 
in the following visit 6 weeks later. We will email 
the details to everyone in the coming weeks.
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Nursery News

The nursery has seen a lot 
of activity over the past 
few months. We have been 

continuing with our normal seed 
and cutting, collecting and plant 
propagation, and helping out with 
the Junior Ranger school holiday 
program. We got together at the 
Stockyards on 15th  December for 
our Christmas party and used the 
opportunity to plant two trees there 
in fond memory of our recently 
departed volunteers, Marc Moerkerk 
and Max Parnell.

We have also been busy 
helping out ranger Brooke Love 
with her projects for Bushbank and 
restoration of the Coastal Grassy 
Woodland on the Yanakie Isthmus. 

Brooke and her team have been 
bringing us pillow-slips containing 

the fruit of a variety of eucalyptus 
species which are sieved in the 
nursery to extract the seed. The seed 
is weighed and careful records kept 
of tree species, source location and 
number of contributing trees. We 
are well over half way to achieving 
the target of 16 kg of seed. A small 
sample from each batch of seed 
is sown in a tray of potting mix 
and closely monitored to test seed 
viability.

Brooke has also asked for help 
with propagating Kangaroo Grass for 
planting at the Yanakie isthmus. This 
follows a successful trial we assisted 
with last year – Kangaroo Grass 
tube stock grown in the nursery last 
year was found to have a very high 
survival rate when planted on the 
isthmus despite being unprotected. 

Wombats pulled many of the 
newly planted out of the ground, 
but over 60% survived to the stage 
of flowering and producing seed. 
This was far more successful than 
a separate trial involving direct 
sowing in the field. Brooke is now 
keen to try this method on a larger 
scale. For the nursery crew, we have 
helped separate the seed from the 
grass she harvested, a fiddly and 
labour intensive task, then planting 
the seed into tubes. Mary reports 
from the nursery that the seeds were 
already starting to shoot, only 10 
days after sowing.

We are hoping Friends of the 
Prom volunteers will be involved in 
planting this next batch of Kangaroo 
Grass out on the Isthmus in the 
coming planting season.

Top left clockwise: Sorting Kangaroo Grass seeds Parks Victoria’s Brooke, Riley, Emilie (volunteer) and Chris; Nursery Kangaroo 
Grass tube stock thriving inside the protected trial plot 6 months after planting – note the flower heads (Brooke Love); 
Nursery volunteers plant trees in memory of Marc Moerkerk and Max Parnell; Henriette and Cherry with trays of newly sown 
Kangaroo Grass tubes in the nursery hot-house (Brooke Love)
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Top left clockwise: E. Strzeleckii seeds from Lilly Pilly Gully germinating 2 weeks after sowing for seed viability trials; Heather 
recording new batches of eucalyptus seed collected for the Bushbank project (Brooke Love); Olga watering trays of newly sown 
Kangaroo Grass before they go into the hot house (Brooke Love); 

Above: Nursery crew’s Christmas party 15 December 2022; Ranger Lauren planting nursery Kangaroo Grass tubestock in 
protected and unprotected plots as part of the trial at the Isthmus July 2022 (Brooke Love)

...more Nursery News

Above: Elizabeth, Jan, Viv and Christine sorting Kangaroo Grass seeds; Pam, Michelle, Sue, Gemma and Jan sieving seed from 
eucalyptus fruit for the Bushbank project.
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FRI 17, SAT 18 &  
SUN 19 MAR

3-day sea spurge removal – 
locations to be confirmed

SAT 20 MAY
Tree planting at Tidal River

SAT 15 JULY
Cultural Heritage Workshop

SUN 16 JULY
AGM at Tidal River

SUN 30 JULY
National tree planting day – public 
event. (Schools Tree Day Friday 28 

July and National Tree Day  
Sunday 6 August.)

SAT 7 OCT
Hooded Plover Workshop – TBC

with Birds Australia’s  
Kasun Ekanayake

FRI 27, SAT 28 & SUN 29 OCT
3-day sea spurge removal – 
locations to be confirmed

You don’t have to be a financial 
member to participate in our 
activities. But we urge those of 
you who have attended more 
than one or two activities to 
become financial. 

Your membership fees keep 
us afloat (just) – without them 
we cease to exist. The fees we 
receive are low and only just 
cover our basic running costs, 
most importantly our public 
liability insurance. 

To renew your membership, 
please contact our Treasurer 
Peter Wilson at
membership@
friendsoftheprom.org.au

You can pay via Direct Deposit 
to our Westpac account:

Account Name:  
Friends of the Prom Inc.
BSB: 033 152
Account Number: 188795

Single: $15, Couple: $20,  
Family: $25

Please remember to provide 
your full name as a reference 
so we can identify you on the 
bank statement.

MEMBERSHIP FEES

Media Enquiries
Olga Wilkinson(President)  
0427 846 412
president@
friendsoftheprom.org.au

Membership &
General Enquiries

Karin Ruff (Secretary)
info@friendsoftheprom.
org.au

Nursery Enquiries
Mary Walker  
0408 530 638

Treasurer
Peter Wilson
membership@
friendsoftheprom.org.au

EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2023

Please remember to register for all activities on ParkConnect and make 
sure you have a Working with Children Check loaded on to ParkConnect. 
WWCCs are now compulsory (unless you are volunteering with us for 
the first time). If you need assistance with navigating your way through 
ParkConnect or the WWCC process, you can contact Friends of the Prom’s 
Peter McDowell by email pdmcdowell101@gmail.com.

Except for the nursery, which is every 2 weeks throughout the year,  
we will email out details of all activities before the dates shown. 

WEEKEND ACTIVITIES

 
 

TIDAL RIVER NURSERY 
Every second Thursday meet at 9.30 am  
at the nursery compound in Tidal River  

(Register on ParkConnect or contact Mary Walker).

GRAZER MONITORING ACTIVITY
The first visit for 2023 is Tues 28 March when we will  
clear sites before the first count six weeks after that. 

WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES

REGISTERING WITH PARKCONNECT


